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Improving support for children missing education

A supplement to this Department for Education ‘Call for Evidence’
18 May to 20 July 2023

Relevant Links:

Improving support for children missing education - GOV.UK
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/improving-support-for-children-missing-education

Improving support for children missing education - Department for Education - Citizen Space
https://consult.education.gov.uk/vulnerable-children-attendance-team/improving-support-for-children-missing-
education

PDF - Improving support for children missing education – call for evidence May to July 2023
https://consult.education.gov.uk/vulnerable-children-attendance-team/improving-support-for-children-missing-
education/supporting_documents/Improving%20support%20for%20children%20missing%20education%20%20call%2
0for%20evidence%20May%20to%20July%202023.pdf

HE Byte post about this consultation:

"Improving support for children missing education" - published 6 July 2023
https://he-byte.uk/england/improving-support-for-children-missing-education

Further copies of this document can be downloaded from the above article.

Sections in this supplement:

Pages 2 to 11 - A printout of the five pages offered to parents and children when responding to this call
for evidence. (Please refer to the above post for an explanation of how the questions offered relate to
those in the PDF provided on the Government’s website.)

Page 12 - a page of short statements to inspire those wondering how to respond to the above
consultation.
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End of first page of response portal
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End of second page of response portal

[The following question is not in the PDF document]
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[The following is Q29 in the PDF document]
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[The following is Q30 in the PDF document]

[The following is Q31 in the PDF document]
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End of third page of response portal
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[The following is Q33 in the PDF document]

[The following is Q34 in the PDF document]
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End of fourth page of response portal
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End of final page of response portal
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"Improving support for children missing education"
This page list various statements to inspire those wondering how to respond to the above consultation.

They are loosely grouped around similar themes.
The hope is that they will inspire you to respond where appropriate to question 36 to 42 in the on-line response portal.

Please use your own words as much as possible.

Including additional children in the statutory duty for Children Missing Education is impractical,. It will strain resources, and potentially
infringes on parental rights. Such expansion could result in overlooking those children in greatest need of support already within the
system.
Seeking to classify children engaged in individualised learning as “missing education” is unjust.
Requiring local authorities to proactively investigate all children being educated outside school to see if they are 'missing education' is
impractical. besides being an invasion of the privacy of family life.
The current emphasis on high-risk cases allows for targeted support.
The continued expectation for local authorities to identify all children missing education is a concern, as it appears to be based on the
false notion that the state, not the parent, is by default ultimately responsible for the education of that family’s children.

It is important to respect alternative educational pathways and consider individual circumstances.
Value diverse learning paths, consider individual circumstances, and respect legal limitations.
Recognising the value of alternative education pathways and individual circumstances is essential for securing a suitable education for
every child.
Diverse educational approaches exist beyond mainstream schooling. Mandatory identification infringes on privacy and personal
freedom. Labelling children engaged in personalised learning as “missing education” is unjust.
Balancing the need for privacy whilst encouraging collaboration between parents and their own communities proves to be a more
effective approach. Maintaining this delicate balance is crucial.

Parents’ role in supporting the education of their children is commonly viewed with mistrust by children’s professionals. But wherever
parents are motivated, their involvement actually builds trust and maintains motivation.
Parents understand their child’s unique needs and are therefore best placed to provide individualised support. Respecting family
dynamics and parental responsibilities and rights is crucial.
Parental accountability ensures a committed approach to a child’s education. Respecting parents empowers them to make choices in
the best interest of their child.
A proper supportive approach acknowledges individual circumstances, upholds parental rights, explores alternative options, and
appropriately allocates diverse resources. Such an approach ensures meaningful and inclusive education for all children.

Fines, which are a form of bullying, support no one, and the idea of using criminal law in this way should be abandoned.
School attendance orders are frequently ineffective in returning children missing education to the classroom. They overlook individual
circumstances, impede parental engagement, and fail to address underlying issues.
Coercion and fear undermine alternative education approaches and personalised learning. Efforts at enforcement divert resources
from identifying root causes, and stigmatise children.
There are many children for whom the mainstream classroom isn’t a good place. For such children home education (or some
alternative settings) provides the individualised learning, tailored attention, diversity of resources and the autonomy which can result
in successful outcomes for many children.
Full-time education in an average classroom has many disadvantages for an increasing number of children. These include a lack of
personal attention, a rigid curriculum, and standardised teaching methods and assessments which do not cater for diverse learning
styles. Bullying in all its forms and various types of peer pressure thrive in the school environment and evidence suggests it is almost
impossible to eradicate.

Unless safeguarded against in statute,the introduction of “Registers” disguised as ‘databases’ to protect children,  will almost certainly
turn into oppressive tools that will restrict human rights, dictate personal beliefs and interfere with parental responsibilities to raise
their own children as they believe to be best for them.
Removing from parents the role of decision-maker for their children undermines the core principles of democracy and poses a threat
to personal freedoms.
The replacement of parental choice with a state-driven ideology could very easily permit home education only under strict regulations,
and such enforcement opens the door to unauthorised intrusion into the private lives of citizens and represents a profound
infringement of their natural and historic responsibilities and freedoms.
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