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Home education

The Petitions Committee — a cross-party group of MPs who consider petitions started on
petition.parliament.uk — has scheduled a debate in Parliament on two petitions about home education:

* Do not impose any new requirements on parents who are home

educating: https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/594065
* Do not require parents to register home educated children with local
authorities: https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/594065

We want to hear your views to inform this debate. You will not be asked to share any identifiable

information such as your name or email address with us.

A summary of responses will be published on the Parliament website. It will also be shared with MPs and
may be referred to in the debate or within other Parliamentary documents. This summary may include
quotes from responses you provide, so please do not share anything that may identify you.

We will destroy the original survey responses 12 months after the survey closes.

Read the full privacy notice on how personal data provided to House of Commons Committees is processed
in line with Data Protection Legislation: https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/data-protection

/privacy-notice-for-parliamentary-functions-in-the-committee-office/

This survey will close on Monday 13 March at 10am.

Find out more about the Petitions Committee on our website: https://committees.parliament.uk/committee

/326/petitions-committee/

* Required

1. Please select the option that best describes you. *

@® A home educator

An interested individual
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* Required

2.How long have you been a home educator? *
O Less than one year
O 1-3years
O 4 -6 years
O 7 -9 years
O More than 9 years

O Pprefer not to say

3.How many children do you home educate? *
O 1
O»2
O3
O 4
O 5 or more

O Prefer not to say

4.What ages are the children you home educate? (select all that apply) *
O s5-1 years old (primary school age)
E] 12 — 16 years old (secondary school age)
D 16 — 18 years old (sixth form or college age)

D Prefer not to say

5. Do any of the children you home educate have special educational needs? *
O Yes
O No
O I'm not sure

O Prefer not to say

6. If you would like to share any information about the special educational needs of any children
you home educate please do so below.

Enter your answer



7.Have any children you home educate ever attended mainstream school (reception — Year 13)?
(select all that apply) *

D Yes - Reception — ages 4-5

I:l Yes - Key Stage 1— ages 5-7 (Years 1-2)

Yes - Key Stage 2 — ages 7-11 (Years 3-6)
Yes - Key Stage 3 — ages 11-14 (Years 7-9)
Yes - Key Stage 4 — ages 14-16 (Years 10-11)
Yes - Key Stage 5 — ages 16-18 (Years 12-13)

No

O0000~O0

Prefer not to say



8. How important were the following factors to your decision to home educate? *

Very Moderately Not very Not at all Prefer not to
important important important important  I'm not sure say

The standards of education O O O O O

in schools

O
The national curriculum O O O O O O
The ability of schools to
tailor teaching to a child's O O O O O O
needs
The quality of teaching staff O O O O O O
Exams, testing and O O O O O O

assessment in schools

Special educational needs

O
O
O
@)
O
O

provisions offered in
schools

Provisions for ‘gifted’
children offered in schools

Teacher to child ratios in
schools

Distance to a local school
A child's mental health (for

example, anxiety,
depression)

O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O
O O O O

A child’s physical health (for
example, a disability or long- O O O O O O

term illness)

Interactions with other
children (for example O O O O O O

bullying)
Wanting to follow non-

traditional education O O O O O O

approaches such as child-led
learning

Religious views O O O O O O

9. Please tell us about any other reasons why you chose to home educate.

Enter your answer



10. What effect would you say home educating has had on the following? *

Neither
Very positive or Very Prefer not
positive Positive  negative Negative negative I'm not sure to say

The learning outcomes of
the children you home O O O O O O O

educate

The mental health of the
children you home educate

O

The physical health of the
children you home educate

The social life of the children
you home educate

The life skills of the children

you home educate

Family life

Family finances

Your mental health

Your physical health

OO O0OO0OO0O O O O

O O0Oo0Oo0oo o O o O
O O0Oo0oOo0oo o O o O
O O0Oo0oOo0oo o O o O
O O0Oo0oOo0oo o O O O
O O0Oo0Oo0oo o O o O
O O0Oo0oOo0oo o O o O

Your social life

11. Please tell us about any other effect that home educating has had on you, the children you home
educate or your family.

Enter your answer

12.Have you ever been in contact with your local authority about any children you home educate? *
O Yes
O No
O I'm not sure

O Prefer not to say

13. How often have you been in contact with your local authority about any children you home
educate? *

O Very often (at least once a month)

O Quite often (at least four times a year)
O Not very often (once or less a year)
O I'm not sure

O Prefer not to say



14. What type of contact have you had with your local authority? (select all that apply) *
D Written communication (emails or letters)
D Phone or video calls
l:] Home visits
D I'm not sure

D Prefer not to say

[] Other

15. Would you like more or less contact with your local authority? *

O More

O The same amount

O Less
O I'm not sure

O Prefer not to say

16. How positive or negative would you describe the contact you have had with your local authority?
*

O Very positive

O Positive

O Neither positive or negative
O Negative

O Very negative

O I'm not sure

O Prefer not to say

17.1s there anything else you would like to tell us about the contact you have had with your local
authority about home education (including why you would like more or less contact with your
local authority, or why you described the contact you have had as positive or negative)? *

Enter your answer

Back
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* Required

18.The Government has proposed placing a duty on local authorities to provide
support to home educating families who request it. What, if any, support for
home educators would you like local authorities or the UK Government to
provide to home educators? *

Financial (for example, to help with exam fees)

Educational resources

Opportunities for development (for example, training and seminars)
Access to home education networks

None

I'm not sure

Prefer not to say

Other

19.The Government has proposed the creation of local authority administered
registers for children not in school. Do you think that home educators should
be required to register with their local authority? *

Yes
No
I'm not sure

Prefer not to say



20. Why do you think this?

Enter your answer

21.1s there anything else you would like to tell us about your experiences of, or
views on, home education?

Enter your answer

Back
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