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About you

1. In what capacity are you responding?

(Required)

O On behalf of a local authority

O As a parent/carer of a child not registered at a school or college (e.g., home educated, non-school AP settings, etc.)

O As a parent/carer of a child registered at a school or college (e.g., mainstream school or college, alternative provision schools, or
independent schools)

O As a child/young person

O On behalf of a school or college

O On behalf of a out-of-school education provider (e.g., tutoring organisation, supplementary education etc.)
O On behalf of a charity / voluntary or community organisation

O Prefer not to say

O Other - please specify below

If 'other’, please provide details

2. Please specify your local authority (if you are a parent or child, provide the local authority in whose area you live; if you are a
professional, please provide the local authority in whose area you work).

Local authority

\ J

Prefer not to disclose

3. Would you like us to keep your responses confidential?

Would you like us to keep your responses confidential?

Confidentiality

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal data, may be subject to publication or disclosure under
the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Data Protection Act 2018, or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. If you
want all, or any part, of a response to be treated as confidential please explain why you consider it to be confidential. If a request
for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it confidential will be
taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer
generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

Privacy Notice

The personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) that you provide in response to this consultation is
processed by the Department for Education as a data controller in accordance with the UK GDPR and Data Protection Act 2018,
and your personal information will only be used for the purposes of this consultation. The Department for Education relies upon
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the lawful basis of article 6 (1) (e) of the UK GDPR which process this personal data as part of its public task, which allows us to
process personal data when this is necessary for conducting consultations as part of our function. Your information will not be
shared with third parties unless the law allows or requires it. The personal information will be retained for a period of X (e.g. 12
months following the closure of the consultation period, after which it will be securely destroyed. You can read more about what
the Department for Education does when we ask for and hold your personal information in our personal information charter,
which can be found here: Personal information charter - Department for Education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

O Yes
O No

Reason for confidentiality

Continue >

Save and come back later...
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Questions on the tone and overarching content of the EHE guidance for local
authorities and parents, including consideration of people’s protected
characteristics

We have worked to ensure that the right of parents to home educate their children is reflected throughout the EHE guidance for
local authorities and parents, and that the guidance encourages local authorities to respect this right. We would like to promote
positive relations between parents and local authorities and believe that emphasising the positive nature of EHE throughout the
guidance, where appropriate, will allow for an improved understanding between the two parties.

Furthermore, we want to ensure that all protected characteristics are fairly considered in the guidance to ensure no group is
unfairly disadvantaged by the revised guidance. Under the Equality Act 2010, the public sector equality duty[1] requires public
authorities to have due regard to the need to: eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation; advance equality
of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it; and foster good
relations between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it. The ‘protected
characteristics’ for the purpose of this duty are:

e Age

Disability

Gender Reassignment

Marriage and Civil Partnership (although this is only ‘relevant’ in relation to eliminating unlawful discrimination, harassment
and victimisation)

¢ Pregnancy and Maternity

Race (including ethnicity, nationality and national origin)

Religion or belief

e Sex

¢ Sexual orientation

L]

[1] Public Sector Equality Duty

4. Does the guidance convey positively the Government’s position of supporting the parent’s right to elect to home educate?

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

5. Does the guidance convey the flexible nature of EHE and respect for different education methods and pedagogies?

O Strongly agree
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O Somewhat agree
O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

6. Does the guidance consider relevant protected characteristics and ensure none are disadvantaged by the revised guidance?

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

7. Do you have any comments regarding the tone or general content of the guidance, including consideration of protected
characteristics or further information that illustrates your answers above?

If you wish to, please provide any comments, to further expand on or explain your responses to the questions in this section. If
your answer is no, please leave this blank.
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Questions on the EHE guidance for parents

We propose to keep separate EHE guidance for parents as we believe this provides a more simplified and straightforward
guidance document for parents, thus, promoting greater accessibility and transparency. We have worked to simplify the language
describing concepts and processes relating to EHE in the parents’ guidance, to provide further clarity and help avoid
misunderstandings between local authorities and home educators. In the parents’ guidance, we have also included references to
relevant sections within the local authority guidance for those looking for additional information.

8. Is the EHE guidance for parents clear and easy to understand?

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

9. Would there be value if there was an additional short (one- or two-sided) document for parents summarising the key points
for parents to be aware of should they wish to home educate?

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

10. Is the complaints process, as outlined in the guidance, clear?

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

11. Please provide further details of any sections within the guidance for parents that need to be simplified further or further
information that illustrates your answers above?

Please specify sections within the guidance you would like further clarity. If you feel there are no sections that need further
simplification, please leave blank.
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12. It is vital that the parent guidance is consistent with the local authority guidance. If you believe there to be any
inconsistencies between the two documents, then please detail these below.

Please provide details of any inconsistencies between the local authority and parents guidance. If you feel there are no
inconsistencies, please leave blank.

13. If you know of local authority EHE guidance which you believe to be good practice, please provide details so it can be
considered for inclusion as an example of good practice in the guidance.

Please provide details of good practice in EHE. If you have no comments for this section, please leave blank.

Continue >
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Questions on ‘suitable education’

Parents have a duty under section 7 of the Education Act 1996 to ensure the provision of efficient, full-time, suitable education
for their child of compulsory school age, either at school or otherwise (e.g. EHE). A suitable education is one that is suitable to a
child’s age, ability, aptitude and SEN. Under section 436A of the 1996 Act, local authorities are required to make arrangements to
identify children who are not registered at a school and are not receiving suitable education. Section 437 of the 1996 Act sets out
what a local authority needs to do should a child appear not to be receiving a suitable education; where it appears to a local
authority that a child is not receiving a suitable education, they must commence the school attendance order process by issuing a
preliminary notice.

Parents therefore must make sure their child receives a suitable education, and local authorities have duties to try to ensure that
this is the case. Setting out what makes a suitable education is therefore a vital element of the EHE guidance. We do not seek
formally to define ‘suitable education’ as we understand that each EHE case is unique and local authorities should consider
individual circumstances when assessing suitability. However, we have made several edits to the guidance to aid in the
understanding of suitable education and how to ensure its provision. The following are some key revisions to the guidance on
suitable education:

e The guidance now separates out the processes for how local authorities decide whether a child appears to be receiving
suitable education and what should be done when education appears unsuitable. It makes clearer that formal proceedings
should only commence when a child appears not to be receiving suitable education.

¢ At the informal enquiries stage, we encourage local authorities to let parents know what concerns they have about the home
education. This is so that parents are aware of specific areas for improvement and enable appropriate action to be taken to
resolve issues.

¢ More emphasis is placed on the importance of considering the approach to literacy and numeracy, when making a judgement
on suitability, to ensure progress is being made and that certain standards are being met, whilst noting allowances for a
child’s aptitude that may be above or below peers. This is because ensuring that a child is able to read and write, and that
they are confident using maths, are vital components to them being able to lead an independent life in the United Kingdom.

e Stronger acknowledgement of different EHE methods and pedagogies, and making clear that local authorities should not
assume that education is unsuitable, where it does not follow conventional school practices. Parents have a right to educate
their child as they see fit, providing it is suitable.

14. Does the guidance clearly set out the factors that should be considered when assessing whether education appears
suitable?

(Required)
Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree

15. Is it helpful to provide separate sections on (i) how local authorities decide whether a child appears to be receiving suitable
education and (ii) what to do when it appears that suitable education is not being received?

(Required)
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O Strongly agree
O Somewhat agree
O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

16. Is the guidance clear on what is considered a proportionate level of engagement between local authorities and parents when
establishing whether home education appears to be suitable as part of the informal process?

(Required)

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

17. Do you have any comments regarding how suitable education is outlined in the guidance or further information that
illustrates your answers above?

If you wish to, please provide any comments to further expand on or explain your answers to the questions in this section. If your
answer is no, please leave this blank.

Continue >
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« First
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Questions on Preliminary Notices and School Attendance Orders (SAQOs)

We have made changes to the guidance that clarify the formal process of assessing and establishing suitability of the education
provided, and how it is distinct from the informal process. We want both parents and local authorities to be clear on the system of
engagements and enquiries relating to the SAOs process, including preliminary notices (section 437(1) of the Education Act
1996), to help avoid misunderstandings during the process. We hope that an improved understanding of these processes will
ensure a more consistent approach by local authorities and allow parents to better engage through the systems in place.

18. Does the guidance make clear when and for what reason a preliminary notice must be issued?
(Required)

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree

O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

19. Is the guidance clear why and at what stage a SAO must be issued?
(Required)

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree

O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

20. Does the guidance clearly set out the process for SAO revocation?
(Required)

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree

O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

21. Do you have any comments regarding what the guidance says about preliminary notices and SAOs or further information
that illustrates your answers above?
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If you wish to, please provide any comments to further expand on or explain your responses to the questions in this section. If
your answer is no, please leave blank.

Continue >
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Questions on Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

We want the updated EHE guidance to be a source of support for all EHE families, including those who have children with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). Therefore, we have made changes to provide clearer and more accurate guidance on
SEND with regard to EHE. This includes more focus on advice and support for parents and carers of children with SEND;
clarification on processes and practices relating to Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans; and information about how EHE
differs from other forms of Education Otherwise Than At School (EOTAS), such as that arranged by a local authority in accordance
with an EHC plan. The guidance has also been updated to ensure more cohesion with the SEND code of practice: O to 25 years.

22. Is the guidance clear on the difference between EHE and EOTAS that is arranged by a local authority in accordance with an
EHC plan?

(Required)

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

23. Are you clear on how the law and guidance applies when a child with an EHC plan is or will be electively home-educated?

(Required)

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree
O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

24. Do you have any comments regarding SEND in relation to EHE or further information that illustrates your answers above?

If you wish to, please provide any comments to further expand on or explain your responses to the questions in this section. If
your answer is no, please leave blank.
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Questions on support for EHE parents

The updated guidance for local authorities places more focus on potential support options for EHE parents. It continues to be the
case that, in choosing to home educate, EHE parents assume full financial responsibility for their child’s education. However, we
recognise that providing full-time, efficient and suitable education at home is not an easy undertaking. We have, therefore, tried
to provide guidance to local authorities on possible ways they may wish to consider offering support to parents of EHE children.

While the decision to offer support remains at the discretion of the local authority, the Department makes the following
recommendations. Local authorities should:

¢ Have an EHE statement/policy that sets out the process to establish whether a child appears to be receiving suitable
education, and subsequent steps if it appears not to be so parents are clear about the local process

¢ Have an EHE page on the LA website so that parents can easily access information and be signposted to specific support that
may be available in their local authority area

¢ Maintain voluntary registration schemes so local authorities have the necessary information to undertake their
responsibilities and so that support can more readily be made available to EHE families who wish to receive it

e Contact parents at least annually to check the progress of EHE provision. There may be occasions where more frequent
engagement is deemed necessary, and the guidance reiterates that contact can be brief when a local authority is confident
that education is suitable and little has changed

¢ Seek to build positive relationships with their local EHE community, including by having clearer communication points for
home educators

25. Does the guidance provide sufficient information on potential support that could be offered to home educators?
(Required)

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree

O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

26. Do the recommendations for support encourage positive relations between parents and local authorities?
(Required)

O Strongly agree

O Somewhat agree

O Neither agree nor disagree

O Somewhat disagree

O Strongly disagree

27. Do you have any comments regarding support for parents in the EHE guidance or further information that illustrates your
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answers above?

If you wish to, please provide any comments to further expand on or explain your responses to the questions in this section. If
your answer is no, please leave blank.
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Questions on case studies

We have updated the EHE guidance for local authorities to include case studies on EHE topics that can
sometimes cause misinterpretation and result in queries being raised to the Department. Through these case
studies, we have tried to clarify a few factors within the process of EHE, including:

e What is considered sufficient information for parents to provide to local authorities, in order to help them
determine whether a child appears to be receiving suitable education

e What is considered a proportionate level of engagement between parents and local authorities

e Helping local authorities consider the different approaches to EHE provision aside from ‘school-at-home’

¢ Navigating the informal process of establishing whether a child appears to be receiving suitable education.

28. Have you found the inclusion of case studies in the EHE guidance for local authorities helpful?
(Required)

Strongly agree

Somewhat agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree

29. Are there other issues you would like to see us address through case studies or further information that
illustrates your answer above?

Please provide details of case studies you would like to see included in the EHE guidance. If your answer is no,
please leave blank.
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Questions on safeguarding

We have provided more information on elements of safeguarding in the EHE guidance, in line with updates to
other departmental policy documents since the publication of the 2019 guidance. However, we want the
guidance to be clear that EHE should not inherently be considered a safeguarding matter.

Our updated guidance includes:

¢ Further information on what local authorities and parents need to consider when out-of-school settings,
informal groups of home educators and unregistered independent schools are used as part of home
educating arrangements, including how parents and local authorities can help assure themselves of the
safety of these settings

¢ Further guidance on work experience and employment, including safeguarding considerations and the
legal limitations with regard to work experience when children are being home educated.

30. Do the changes made to the guidance give you an improved understanding of out-of-school settings,
informal groups of home educators, and unregistered independent schools?

(Required)
Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree

31. Does the guidance clearly set out the rules and expectations in regard to EHE children and work
experience and child employment?

(Required)
Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree
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32. Do you have any further comments related to safeguarding in the EHE guidance or further information
that illustrates your answers above?

If you wish to, please provide any comments to further expand on or explain your answers to the questions in
this section. If your answer is no, please leave blank.
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Almost done...

You are about to submit your response. By clicking 'Submit Response' you give us permission to analyse and
include your response in our results. After you click Submit, you will no longer be able to go back and change
any of your answers.

If you provide an email address you will be sent a receipt and a link to a PDF copy of your response.

Email address

[ )

Submit Response
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